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Raymond and Maria Floyd Award for Bladder Cancer Research 

$25,000/one year
Purpose of Award

The purpose of this grant is to encourage research that will increase the understanding of bladder cancer risk, biology, prevention and treatment while encouraging young investigators to pursue a career in bladder cancer research.  Grant money will be used to support direct costs associated with the research proposal.  It is the policy of the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network (BCAN) not to provide indirect costs to the grant recipient’s institution.

Applications will be judged on the quality of the applicant’s research plan and the resources and environment available to the applicant, including the ability of the primary mentor to provide appropriate guidance and protected time during the grant period.

Eligibility 
1. At the time the application is submitted, applicant must be a resident, graduate student, clinical research fellow, post-doctoral fellow, or junior faculty at an academic facility, teaching hospital or research institution at the time of application. Faculty members are eligible if within the first 5 years of faculty appointment.

2. The project must be bladder cancer-specific.  

3. Applicant must be from a US or Canadian sponsoring institution. Proof of a work visa is required if the applicant is not an American or Canadian citizen.

4. Applicant must have a mentor from the sponsoring institution.  The mentor must assume responsibility, ensure protected research time and provide guidance for the research.  Although mentors who have specific knowledge and experience in bladder cancer are encouraged, in instances where the mentor lacks bladder cancer experience, collaborator support from experts in the bladder cancer field are strongly advised.

5.  BCAN will not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, creed, religion, sexual orientation, disability, nationality, age or any other factor irrelevant to the quality of the application.

6. Applications involving animals must receive approval from their Animal Care and Use Committee. Documentation of IACUC approval must be provided to BCAN prior to distribution of the award.

7.  Applications involving human participants must receive approval from their Institutional Review Board.  Documentation of IRB approval must be provided to BCAN prior to distribution of the award.

8. Applications involving an IND must receive approval from their Institutional Review Board.  Documentation of IND approval must be provided to BCAN prior to distribution of the award.

Application Components:  
All application materials must be in English, single-spaced, with one-inch margins and Arial 11 font.  Deviations from these guidelines will result in inegibility for the award. Applications should be submitted as a single PDF document, which includes all supplemental material and regulatory documents. 
1. Cover sheet.  Please fill out the provided form; 9.5 font is accepted for this section.

2. Assurances page.  The applicant, mentor and institutional signing official must sign and date this page in BLUE INK.  The application will be considered incomplete if this page is not complete.

3. Lay abstract (250 words).  The lay abstract should describe the proposed research in terms readily understandable to the general public.  BCAN may use this information in press releases, grant announcements and to provide information to the general public regarding its grants program. A statement regarding the applicability of the research to patients with bladder cancer is encouraged.

4. Technical abstract (250 words).  The technical abstract should specify the relevant background, hypothesis, aims of the project and methodologies.  A statement regarding the applicability of the research to patients with bladder cancer is encouraged.

5.  Grant proposal (6 pages):  The proposal is limited to 6 pages.  Key sections to be included are Title, Hypothesis and Specific Aims, Background, Preliminary Data, Research Design and Methods, and a brief Summary with Time Line.  

6. References.  There is no page limit for this section.  Please use single spaced, 10 point font for this section.
7.  Budget and budget justification (1 page).  Please use the budget template provided.  No more than 30% of the budget may be used for salary support.  No portion of the grant is to be used for indirect costs to the sponsoring institution (e.g. overhead/administrative).  The grant will not support the purchase of capital equipment.  Limit the budget justification to 1/2 page, highlighting key elements in the budget.

8. Personal statement (1 page). This section is limited to one page and should describe the applicant’s career development plan, including how the applicant will use the grant to advance her/his career in bladder cancer research.

9. Training and environment summary (limit 1 page).  This section should provide an accurate representation of the time commitment that will be dedicated to the proposed project and should provide a detailed description of the applicant’s non-research responsibilities during this period.  The time commitment described should be also reflected in the supporting mentor letter that will accompany this application.  Additional information regarding resources available to the applicant to successfully complete the proposed project should be included. 
10.  Applicant’s biographical sketch (not to exceed 4 pages).  Use the new NIH form PHS 398, available on the NIH website.

11. Mentor’s biographical sketch (not to exceed 4 pages).  Use the new NIH form PHS 398, available on the NIH website.

12. Two letters of recommendation.  1. Primary mentor letter that describes mentoring experience, time protection for the applicant, and a commitment to provide resources and mentoring for the applicant for the duration of the award as related to this project.  2. Institution letter from Department Chair or Dean.  This letter should guarantee a specific time effort dedicated to this project, mechanisms by which the applicant’s time will be protected from other obligations, and a commitment to provide resources to support the applicant’s grant proposal.  All letters MUST be signed in blue ink.

13. Supplemental material.   Please use this section ONLY to include letters from collaborators and IRB/IACUC/IND approval.  Do NOT submit reprints of articles with this application.
Evaluation Process and Criteria

BCAN’s grant selection committee is comprised of members of BCAN’s Scientific Advisory Board.  Applicants will be judged on the merits of their research proposal.

Evaluation of proposals will include, but not be limited to the following:


Merit of the research plan and objectives

Project’s relevance to the prevention, detection, diagnosis and/or treatment of bladder cancer

Applicant’s qualifications

Ability of primary mentor to provide appropriate guidance during the award period and demonstration that there are adequate resources available to the applicant to support the research project.

Appropriateness of budget to completing the research plan during the grant period.

Award Information
The deadline for grant applications is 9 p.m. Eastern time, March 29, 2012. Applications must be submitted electronically to grants@bcan.org.  Applications should be submitted as a single PDF document, which includes all supplemental material and regulatory documents.

The award will be announced on or before May 19, 2012.  The grant period will commence on July 15, 2012.
Terms of Award

Payments will be made semi-annually to the comptroller or to the designated financial officer of the sponsoring institution which shall then disburse the funds to the individual grant recipient.  The grant recipient and the sponsoring institution shall pay at their own costs all taxes and impositions in connection with the grant.  The grant does not create an employer-employee relationship between the grant recipient and BCAN.  BCAN does not assume any legal responsibility or obligation for the conduct or acts of the grant recipient, the mentor, or the sponsoring institution.

At the conclusion of the first six months of the grant period, the grant recipient shall submit a written summary documenting in reasonable detail his/her progress in completing the research project.  At the conclusion of the grant period, the grant recipient must complete a final report summarizing the research conducted.

Publications, research talks and poster presentations based on any study or research done with the support of the grant should acknowledge the support of BCAN.  Reprints of such publications or abstracts should be sent to BCAN.  

The grant recipient will be expected to present research results at the conclusion of the grant at BCAN’s Annual Bladder Cancer Think Tank meeting in August, 2013.

In the event the Grant recipient’s research is interrupted due to an incapacitating physical or mental illness or death, the grant will be terminated and the unused portion of the funds must be returned to BCAN by the sponsoring institution within 30 days of the date of termination.
