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Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network

Founded in May, 2005

First national patient advocacy organization 
dedicated to bladder cancer .  

} Increase public awareness

}Advance bladder cancer research

}Provide educational & support servicesM
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s
io

n





4 th most common cancer 

in men, 5 th most 

common cancer overall

70,000 new cases 

annually, 

14,000 deaths

High rate of recurrence: 

50 - 75%
Most expensive cancer to 

treat on a per person 

basis

Bladder 

Cancer Facts



Åmisdiagnosis

Ålate diagnosis

Ålimited treatment options

Åworse prognosis

Lack of 

awareness 

leads to:

Åunderfunding of research into 

diagnosis, treatment and cure

Lack of public 

discussion has 

resulted in:



Primary 
Site

New 
(2009)

Deaths
(2009)

Funding 
2005

Funding 
2006

Funding 
2007

Funding 
2008

Lung 219,440 159,390 $266.1 $242.9 $226.9 $247.6

Prostate 192,280 27,360 $309.0 $293.2 $296.1 $285.4

Breast 194,280 40,610 $560.1 $584.7 $572.4 $572.6

Colorectal 146,970 49,920 $253.1 $244.1 $258.4 $273.7

Bladder 70,980 14,330 $30.1 $24.4 $19.8 $24.1

Non - H.L. 65,980 19,500 $107.0 $114.1 $113.0 $122.6

Melanoma 68,720 8,650 $102.9 $108.0 $97.7 $110.8

Kidney & RP 57,760 12,980 $32.9 $33.4 $31.4 $43.4

Leukemia 44,790 21,870 $220.6 $223.5 $205.5 $216.3

Pancreatic 42,470 35,240 $66.7 $74.2 $73.3 $87.3

Liver 22,620 18,160 $60.5 $62.7 $67.7 $74.2

Brain/ Nerv 22,070 12,920 $124.9 $130.3 $148.2 $153.7

Ovarian 21,550 14,600 $97.7 $95.1 $96.9 $100.0

National Cancer Institute 2009



National Cancer Institute, 2009



As has been demonstrated 

in other disease groups, 

patient advocacy groups play 

a critical role in increasing 

public awareness of a 

specific cancer and in 

demanding improvement in 

approaches to treatment.



} www.bcan.org - Facts and resources on bladder cancer

} Online Support Community ð1,300 survivors, 

caregivers, & family members sharing experiences & 

supporting each other

} Educational Programs

}Written Educational Materials

http://www.bcan.org/






}Creating a grassroots network to increase public 

awareness of the disease and increase funding of 

research

}Member of Cancer Leadership Council and 

One Voice Against Cancer





Events are planned across the US

Find an event near you

www.bcan.org



}Host annual Bladder Cancer Think Tank , the only 

annual scientific meeting in the US focused solely 

on encouraging bladder cancer research

}Research Funding - BCAN Career Development 

Award for Bladder Cancer Research



Shining a light on 
bladder cancer



}Your financial support is needed!

}Volunteer your time and expertise!

ƁHelp launch a Triangle area support group

ƁHelp plan a Triangle area event for BC Day

}Spread the word!

ƁBecome a Bladder Cancer Ambassador

ƁHelp with outreach to medical practices and 

cancer centers



Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network

www.bcan.org
888 - 901 - BCAN (2226)

info@bcan.org

http://www.bcan.org/
mailto:info@bcan.org

