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On August 7-9, 2014, more than 165 leading clinicians, researchers, patient advocates, 
and industry representatives gathered in San Diego, California, for BCAN’s 9th Annual 
Bladder Cancer Think Tank.  The Bladder Cancer Think Tank is a unique meeting that 
brings together the bladder cancer community with one common goal – to improve the 
quality of care and treatments for those living with bladder cancer.  Participants  
representing more than 40 prestigious institutions participated in this important meeting. 

 
The Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network welcomed Dr. Clifford 
Hudis as the keynote speaker.  Dr. Hudis is Immediate Past 
President of the American Society of Clinical Oncology as well 
as Chief of the Breast Cancer Medicine Service and an  
attending physician at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer  
Center. Dr. Hudis discussed the greatest challenges and  
opportunities in oncology.   
 
Continuing the theme of “Collaborating to Move Research  
Forward,” the Think Tank panel presentations and discussions 
focused on timely topics in bladder cancer: immunotherapy,  
multidisciplinary clinics and treatment for elderly patients, 
smoking cessation, and novel targeted therapies. Throughout 

the meeting participants joined small groups to identify collaborative projects.  Presenta-
tions from the John Quale Travel Fellows highlighted up-and-coming researchers in the 
field.    
 
Ginny McLaurin, a first time patient advocate attendee shared her thoughts, “As I have sat 
in this audience for the past two days surrounded by this amazing, super-intelligent  
multi-disciplinary group of individuals, I am in awe.  Not only are they dedicated to bladder  
cancer research, education, and advocacy, they are passionate about it!  I am honored to 
be here but also very humbled.” 
 
BCAN would like to acknowledge the generosity of our supporters who made the Think 
Tank possible: Abbott Molecular, Inc; Erwin and Stephanie Greenberg; Genentech: A 
Member of the Roche Group; KARL STORZ Endoscopy-America; Mirati Therapeutics; 
OncoGenex Pharmaceuticals; Pacific Edge Diagnostics LTD; Photocure; and Viventia Bio, 
Inc. 
 
View more photos from the Think Tank on page 2. 

OUR MISSION 
 

To increase public awareness about bladder cancer, advance bladder cancer research, and  
provide educational and support services for the bladder cancer community. 

 

Contact Us:  1-888-901-BCAN WWW.BCAN.ORG info@bcan.org 

Dr. Clifford Hudis presents 
the keynote address. 



9th Annual Bladder Cancer Think Tank 
 

Patient advocates are an important part of the Think Tank.   
Representing patients and caregivers, these volunteers provide a 
voice for those living with bladder cancer. 

Think Tank attendees listen attentively to the 
keynote address from Dr. Clifford Hudis. 

Eila Skinner leads a lively discussion during 
the Mentorship & Professional Development 
lunch. 

More than 165 people attended the Think Tank, which is a new record 
for the meeting  The group photo has become an annual tradition. 

(L to R):  Diane Zipursky Quale, BCAN President 
and Co-Founder; Dr. Maha Hussain, University of 
Michigan, and Mary Gushée, Patient Advocate and 
Palm Beach Shop & Stroll Organizer. 

Clinical Trials Dashboard Highlights Emerging Treatments 
In April, BCAN launched the Bladder Cancer Clinical Trials Dashboard.  This new tool provides direct patient access to blad-
der cancer clinical trials. Patients and caregivers can search for trials by geographic location or diagnosis and view general 
descriptions and eligibility criteria for each trial.  The dashboard can be accessed at WWW.BCAN.ORG/CLINICAL_TRIALS. 
 
The Bladder Cancer Clinical Trials Dashboard was conceived at BCAN’s Annual Bladder Cancer Think Tank, an innovative 
collaborative conference to support the bladder cancer community and advance research.  The dashboard provides access to 
33 key trials in the field of bladder cancer. It will be updated on a quarterly basis by adding new trial information and an  
updated list of participating sites.   
 
“I encourage every bladder cancer survivor to ask about clinical trials, and encourage each of you to use this tool to engage 
your doctor in a conversation that will determine the right treatment for you,” said patient advocate Rick Bangs in a message 
to patients and caregivers. 
 
“We are pleased to provide this new tool for patients.  We hope that by implementing the dashboard, we can empower  
patients with important information they can share with their healthcare provider,” stated Monica Smith, Executive Director.   
 
BCAN would like to acknowledge OncoGenex Pharmaceuticals Inc. for the company’s generous support of this project.  The 
organization also recognizes the Bladder Cancer Think Tank’s Clinical Trials Working Group, led by Matthew Galsky, MD, 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine; Jean Hoffman-Censits, MD, Thomas Jefferson University; Jonathan Rosenberg, MD,  
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center; and Jake Vinson, MHA, Research Program Manager, Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center for providing their time and expertise.  



BCAN Research Program:  $1 Million and Counting! 
With the announcement of the 2014 research awards, the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network has reached the $1 million  
research investment milestone!  When BCAN created its mission in 2005, the goal was not only to raise awareness about 
bladder cancer, but to change the landscape for this disease by funding research to discover new treatments that will save 
lives.  Since 2009, BCAN has supported 33 scientists through the research program and the John Quale Travel  
Fellows program. 
 

This milestone is an extraordinary achievement for our  
community, resulting from the contributions of so many people.  
We are ever grateful for the generosity of the donors to our  
research programs.  We would like to extend a special thank 
you to the Raymond and Maria Floyd Family Foundation, who 
provided the funding for our initial Bladder Cancer Research 
Award in 2010; to Gerald McNamara and Renée Petrofes for 
their generous $250,000 Challenge Grant in 2012 to launch our 
Young Investigator Awards program; to the James Family  
Foundation for their generous support of the 2013 Young  
Investigator Award and the 2014 Bladder Cancer Research  
Innovation Award; and to The JPB Foundation for their support of the 2014 Young Investigator Awards. 
 

We are extremely fortunate to have an exceptional group of experts who volunteer their time and expertise to serve on the  
Scientific Review Groups (SRG) for each of these award programs, ensuring that the "best and brightest" researchers will be  
funded.  Many thanks to the members of the SRGs, especially Dr. Matthew Milowsky, chair of the SRG for the Young  
Investigator Awards; Dr. David McConkey, chair of the SRG for the Innovation Award; and Dr. Sia Daneshmand, chair of the 
SRG for the John Quale Travel Fellows. 
 

"This is a significant milestone for BCAN to reach in a short period. We are overwhelmed by the success of the research  
program. We received 74 letters of intent for the Bladder Cancer Research Innovation Award but could choose only one  
project," said Diane Zipursky Quale, President and Co-Founder. "The interest in bladder cancer research is strong and we 
need to continue to raise funds to support programs that will yield discoveries." 
 

With improved understanding of cancer biology, the promise of personalized medicine, and advancements in immunotherapy, 
the opportunities for transformational advancements in bladder cancer treatments are real.  We will continue to raise monies to 
support bladder cancer research and attract dedicated investigators to invest their expertise in improving the lives of bladder 
cancer patients everywhere.    

Current and past research award winners and John Quale Travel Fellows stand 
with BCAN leadership at the 9th Annual Bladder Cancer Think Tank. 

The Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network is pleased to recognize the 2014 research award winners: 
  
2014 The James Family Foundation and Partner Fund Management  
Bladder Cancer Research Innovation Award 
William Kim, MD, Associate Professor of Medicine, Urology, and Genetics 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
“Immune Characterization of High-Grade Bladder Cancer.” 
 
 
2014 BCAN Young Investigator Award 
Sunny Guin, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow 
University of Colorado at Denver  
“The Role, Relationship and Therapeutic Potential of HAS2 and AGL in Bladder Cancer.” 
  
 

2014 JPB Foundation Young Investigator Award  
Ryoichi Saito, MD, PhD, Research Associate 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center 
“Consequences of ARID1A Inactivation in Bladder Cancer.” 
  
 

2014 JPB Foundation Young Investigator Award 
Dmitriy Zamarin, MD, PhD, Hematology/Oncology Fellow 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center  
“Defining Immunotherapy Targets in Bladder Cancer Microenvironment Using Oncolytic Viruses.” 



Walk for Bladder Cancer Raises $480,000! 

On Saturday, May 3rd, once again, there was a sea of orange stretching from coast to coast, in 
support of the bladder cancer community.  The Walk for Bladder Cancer ®  kicked off Bladder 
Cancer Awareness Month with a bang! 
 
The 2014 Walk for Bladder Cancer ® was a huge success.  With the dedication and  
fundraising efforts of nearly 5,000 participants, we were able to raise $480,000 to continue our 
important mission work in advancing bladder cancer research and providing education and  
support to the bladder cancer community.   
 
The event also promotes awareness across the United States.  We had 62 walks in 29 states.  
There were many new walk sites including Baltimore, MD, Denver, CO, Charlotte, NC,  
Chicago, IL, Seattle, WA, Lansdale, PA, Greenwich, CT, Houston, TX, Tucson, AZ, and  
Portland, OR. 
 
BCAN is starting to plan for the 2015 Walk for Bladder Cancer ®, which will be held on  
Saturday, May 2, 2015.  We know that it may seem a long way off, but the Walk for Bladder 
Cancer ® will be here before you know it.  
 

 
Now is the time to take action!  Here are a few ways you can help:  
 Commit to starting a walk team.  Talk about the walk with your friends and  

family now so they will be ready to join when registration opens in January. 
 Share your walk photo on social media or wear your walk t-shirt to the gym to 

increase awareness. 
 No walk near you?  Start a walk in your area! Email BCAN at  

info@bcan.org to get started. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who supported BCAN's  Walk for Bladder Cancer ®.  We appreciate your inspired  
participation and generous support. By wearing your orange t-shirt and walking with us, you not only helped fund much needed 
bladder cancer research, but made an impact in your community by raising awareness.  BCAN would also like to acknowledge 
the generosity of Photocure and KARL STORZ Endoscopy-America, the national sponsors of the 2014  Walk for Bladder 
Cancer ®. Together we ARE making a difference toward awareness and a cure for bladder cancer, one step at a time. 
 
 

Walkers line the street of Fort  
Walton Beach, Florida. 

Two Great Ways to Support BCAN! 
Amazon shoppers can register with Amazon Smile and donate to 
BCAN.  Once registered, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases to the organization.  There’s no cost to register and 
no additional charges added to your purchase. 
 
Through eBay Giving Works, users can support BCAN at no cost.  
When creating a listing on eBay, sellers will have the option to donate a 
portion of the proceeds to BCAN and donations are processed  
automatically when the item is sold. 



BCAN Volunteers Promote Awareness on Capitol Hill 
On Wednesday, May 21, 13 advocates  from 11 states joined the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network on Capitol Hill.   
These dedicated volunteers met with their representatives in the House and the Senate to share their personal stories and urge 
Congress to take action and officially recognize May as Bladder Cancer Awareness Month.  The activists included people living 
with the disease, family members, and those who have lost a loved one.  These individuals have experienced first-hand the  
life-changing impact of a bladder cancer diagnosis. 
 
H.R. Resolution 538, which recognizes May as National Bladder Cancer Awareness Month, is currently on the floor of the 
House.  The initiative was introduced by Rep. Matt Cartwright of PA and Rep. Mike Rogers of MI and has 18 co-sponsors. 
 
“Our day on Capitol Hill was energizing.  The volunteers openly shared their personal stories and strongly advocated for the 
bladder cancer community,”  stated Monica Smith, Executive Director.  “Their presence puts a face to bladder cancer and 
makes a statement that this disease will no longer be ignored.” 
 
There are more than 500,000 people living with bladder cancer in the United States, yet there is little public awareness of the 
life-altering and often deadly disease.  The signs and symptoms of bladder cancer, including blood in the urine and frequent 
urination, often go unnoticed or untreated.  Many people are unaware of the risk factors like smoking and workplace  
exposures.  Through these awareness efforts, BCAN hopes to inform the public and promote early detection, which will lead to 
improved diagnoses and better outcomes for the hundreds of thousands of families whose lives are impacted by this disease.   
 
Thank you to our dedicated advocates for joining us on the Hill and to Endo Pharmaceuticals for their generous support of our 
Bladder Cancer Awareness Month advocacy effort. 

BCAN is pleased to be a beneficiary of “BE BOLD, BE BALD!” hosted by a 
Small Army for A Cause.  On Friday, October 17, 2014, people across the 
U.S. will “go bald” for their cancer charity of choice.  This is not a physical 
challenge; it’s a vanity challenge - one for which many bladder cancer  
patients do not often have a choice.  Participant registration is now open at 
www.beboldbebald.org/BCAN.  It is free to participate, and supporters will 
have access to online fundraising tools.  With a $10 fee to cover materials 
and shipping, you can opt to receive a Bald Kit that includes your cap and 
other fundraising materials to get you started.  Sign up today, and show 
your support for a survivor or honor someone you lost.  BE BOLD, BE 
BALD! 

The advocates gather for a day on the Hill with BCAN 
Staff. 

Rony Kessler from Long Island, NY (L),  is 
joined by Rick Bangs, Shannon Van Curen, 
and Ana Diaz for a visit with Veronica  
Duron at Senator Schumer’s Office. 

Christine Feterowksi visits with 
Senator Elizabeth Warren (MA). 



A Snapshot of BCAN in the Community 

BCAN staff member, Vanessa Hoffman (L), attend-
ed Hill Day in July with One Voice Against Cancer 
and many other advocates to engage our legisla-
tors about the importance of cancer research. 

On September 19, the Van Grack Family, 
Lerch Early Brewer Chartered, and  
Bethesda Chevy Chase High School, 
sponsored a Bladder Cancer Awareness 
Night during the homecoming football 
game for BCC.  The event was held in 
memory of BCAN Leadership Council 
member, Jeffrey Van Grack, who passed 
away August 9, 2014 from bladder can-
cer.  Jeff began planning the event prior 
to his death to educate  the public about 
bladder cancer. 

Patient Insight Webinar Series Addresses Patient Concerns 
In 2012, BCAN launched the Patient Insight Webinar Series, an interactive educational program that 
highlights key concerns for bladder cancer patients.  To date, there are 16 episodes in the series that 
range from “How to be a Proactive Patient” to “The Importance of Clinical Trials.”  The  
webinars are broadcast live and begin with presentations from experts in the field, who volunteer 
their time to BCAN and the patient community.  Each session includes a 15 minute Q&A period 
where participants have the opportunity to submit questions online.  Following the live broadcast, the  
webinar episode is available on www.BCAN.org and YouTube for later viewing. 

 

“When planning the webinars, we really try to consider the patient perspective.  Many of the webinar topics are generated by 
discussions on our online community,” said Vanessa Hoffman, Education and Research Manager.  “I was personally excited 
by our two-part series on nutrition in the spring.  Nutrition issues can be confusing for those living with bladder cancer.  It was 
a great chance to work with experts in the field to provide accurate information for patients.” 

 

There are five sessions scheduled for the fall.  On Tuesday, October 21 at 8pm EST BCAN will host “The New Normal Part 
2: Life After Bladder Removal Surgery,” featuring Tracy Downs, MD, Associate Professor of Urology and Director of  
Bladder Cancer & Intravesical Programs, University of Wisconsin, and Deborah Hensley, RN, Department of Urology, UT 
Southwestern Medical Center. On Thursday, November 13 at 8pm EST, Yair Lotan, MD, Professor of Urology, Helen J.&  
Robert S. Strauss Professorship in Urology, UT Southwestern Medical Center, will discuss “Bladder Cancer Tests,  
Diagnosis, and Recurrence.” 

 

Other fall webinar topics include: what patients wish they had known before bladder removal surgery, updates on new clinical 
trials, and caring for the cancer caregiver.  Visit www.BCAN.org to register for the fall series or view previous episodes. 

BCAN Volunteer Shannon Van Curen  
attended the National Women's Survivors 
Convention in Nashville on our behalf in 
May. This conference brings together female 
cancer survivors of all ages.  

Pennsylvania goes Orange!  The state house 
in Harrisburg was lit in orange to recognize 
Bladder Cancer Awareness Month.  Thanks 
to Marge Coffin & the BCAN Lehigh Valley/
Central PA chapter for their efforts. 

The Barons played Valley Tavern in the 1st Annual Nick Gerold 
Memorial Hockey Tournament on March 23rd to benefit BCAN in 
Parma, OH.  The event was organized by friends and family to 
honor Nick’s memory. 



Volunteers Strengthen our Community from Coast to Coast 

Over the past year, the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network’s volunteer program has  
expanded to increase our reach and better meet the needs of the community.  BCAN’s  
national impact is made possible by the grassroots efforts and generosity of our amazing 
volunteers.  Across the country BCAN volunteers are taking bladder cancer awareness to 
new heights through new and exciting programs.  
 
BCAN Connection and Survivor 2 Survivor volunteers provide resources and phone support 
to those newly diagnosed and facing similar treatment options.  The current program  
includes 22 volunteers from 14 states who contribute their time to help those in need of 
bladder cancer information and resources.  
 
On the west coast in California, volunteers Renata Koshroo and Ed Merrell represented 
BCAN at Stanford’s annual celebration of cancer survivors, which attracted nearly 800  

participants.  Further north, on the state’s capitol steps, Alisha 
Wing educated state employees about the signs and symptoms 
of bladder cancer and increased BCAN’s visibility in one of the 
largest state charity campaigns. 
 
In Chicago, Rosie Bartolotta, Cynthia Hardie, Anna Strazzante, Pamela Zeller, Nicole Prate, 
and Mildred Hare-Tan engaged with medical professionals and industry representatives at 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology Annual Conference, distributing valuable BCAN 
resources.   
 
In BCAN’s home state of Maryland, Melissa McMahan, Moses Daya, Ellen Myerberg, Tyler 
Allen and Carly Wasserman, volunteer at our office working on projects ranging from data 

 entry to assembling training materials for other BCAN volunteer programs.   
 

In almost every corner of the country, our volunteer walk organizers and team captains left their footprint in 62 cities 
across 29 states including Sara Moore in Charlotte, NC, Nathaniel Brown in Brooklyn, NY, and Christine Pond in  
Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Each and every volunteer has a special place in the BCAN family, no matter where they are on the map.  And no matter 
where YOU are on the map, we have an opportunity to help further our mission.  To get involved, email info@bcan.org 
or call 1-888-901-BCAN (2226). 
 

Online Community Surpasses 10,000 Members 
Since 2008, the BCAN Online Community hosted by Inspire has been a forum for patients and loved ones to ask  
questions, share information, and find support.  The community reached the 10,000 member milestone in the spring and 
continues to grow.  With over 300,000 posts, members from 87 countries exchange information on topics including   
nutrition, the latest treatments, and life after urinary diversion.  Members share their concerns, fears, and triumphs.  The 
supportive environment fosters new relationships.  The online community is often the first point of information and  
support for many patients. 
 
Users can click the “Inspire” icon on the BCAN homepage to access the community.  WWW.BCAN.ORG 

 
 
 
 
 

Cynthia Hardie and Rosie 
Bartolotta volunteer at the 
ASCO conference in Chicago. 

Walkers in Brooklyn, NY spread 
awareness and strengthen our 
mission. 



Non-Profit
US Postage

Paid
Suburban, Md
Permit #4297

4915 St. Elmo Avenue, Suite 202 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Indicia will go here 

4915 St. Elmo Avenue, Suite 202 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

Indicia will go here 


